
     

 

 

Grant on a Motorsport Mission ahead of MaX5 opener at
Donington

 
George Grant begins his MaX5 Racing Championship campaign at Donington Park this weekend
(March 22/23) when he and official Armed Forces charity Mission Motorsport are hoping to prove
that willpower can overcome adversity. 
 
But rather than prioritising on-track success, Grant is hoping to strike a balance between racing and
raising awareness for this very worthy cause – which is supported by Falklands veteran Simon Weston
OBE – that specialises in the recovery and rehabilitation of injured ex-service personnel.
 
A relative newcomer to the sport, Grant’s competitive CV currently ‘boasts’ just two previous starts, both of
which came in mk1 Mazda MX5 machinery last season. However motor racing could be said to run in the
family, as father Ronnie worked alongside legendary F1 designers Patrick Head and John Barnard during
the 1970s. 
 
Now he has entrusted his new mk3 MX5 to Mission Motorsport’s small but skilled crew of mechanics,
many of whom are single or double amputees. Understandably this presents its own unique challenges
before the car has even turned a wheel in anger. 
 
Nevertheless, Grant is determined to uphold the championship’s motto: Taking Fun Seriously.
 
“I got into racing about a year ago and was bitten by the bug immediately,” he recalls. “Of course I would
love to be successful and win but that really isn’t the main aim here. Instead, I am really motivated by
helping these ex-servicemen and women rebuild their lives through motorsport. I could have placed my car
with one of the established teams but when I learnt a little more about Mission Motorsport it just felt like the
right thing to do. It’s incredible and inspiring what these guys and girls have achieved. It was the least I
could do to offer them an opportunity.
 
“It’s my first full season, and maiden appearance at Donington Park, so I’m keeping my expectations in
check! But when you consider my lack of experience and the challenges the team has to overcome I think
top-10 results in both races would represent a fantastic achievement.”  
 
Grant is joined at the team by fellow drivers Private Dean Williams – an Afghanistan veteran who suffered
severe internal injuries whilst on tour in 2009 – and Lance Corporal Davie Birrell who, despite losing both
legs just below the knee, races an unmodified Mazda with the help of prosthetics. 
 
This will be Mission Motorsport’s third year running cars in MaX5, a category it views as a foundation level
when training new mechanics. Indeed, its previous experience includes entries in the 24 Hours of Spa and
Britcar 24, gruelling tests of endurance for even the most able-bodied!
 
This weekend’s second MaX5 race will be screened live on Motors TV across the UK as part of its Live
Raceday series. Tune in to Sky 447, Virgin Media 545 and Freeview HD 240 from approximately 16:15
(times subject to change) to check on Grant and Mission Motorsport’s progress.
 
MaX5 Racing Championship schedule: Donington Park
 
Saturday 22 March:
Qualifying: 17:20 – 17:35
 
Sunday 23 March:
Race 1: 10:15 – 10:35
Race 2: 16:15 – 16:35  

https://www.facebook.com/missionmotorsport
https://twitter.com/GGRMotorSport
http://www.missionmotorsport.org/
http://www.ggrmotorsport.com/


GGR Motorsport media enquiries: Connect with GGR Motorsport:
Email: contact@pole.uk.com Web: www.ggrmotorsport.com

 Twitter: @GGRMotorsport

  
Mission Motorsport media enquiries: Connect with Mission Motorsport:
Email: team@missionmotorsport.org Web: www.missionmotorsport.org

 Twitter: @Missionmotorspt

 Facebook: /MissionMotorsport
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GGR Motorsport and Mission Motorsport:
GGR Motorsport's MX5 campaign will be overseen by Mission Motorsport throughout the 2014 season.
Their aim is simple: to aid in the recovery and rehabilitation of those affected by military
operations by providing opportunities through motorsport.
 
Mission Motorsport, which is run by veterans, serving officers and motorsport professionals, are the official
providers of adaptive motorsport for the Combined Services. Wherever possible they seek to merge the
activities of the disabled and those in need with able bodied servicemen and women.
 
Appointed by the British Army Motorsport Association, and operating in direct support of the Defence
Recovery Capability, Mission Motorsport provides respite, rehabilitation, vocational support and training to
those affected by military operations within the framework of motorsport.
 
The primary audience are the servicemen and women coming through Headley Court and Recovery
Centres such as Tedworth House, and those brought to them by Battle Back – the UK Military initiative that
uses adaptive adventure training and sports rehabilitation to help seriously wounded, injured or sick
service personnel and veterans.
 
Please visit www.missionmotorsport.org for more information.
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